Immunologic response to infection and its role in septic shock.
In summary, the invasion of bacteria across mucosal surfaces is met with a vigorous host response that includes complement, antibody formation (thymus-independent and eventually thymus-dependent), phagocytosis, production of antibacterial peptides and proteins, the production of cytokines that result in activation of phagocytes and endothelial cells to attract more phagocytes, and the formation of fibrin to limit the spread of infection. The best summary of immune response to infection was written by Lewis Thomas in 1974.